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have come down to our dayy and which the people of Edinburgh still ascribe to Mm. They were to Mary a reminder of her life in France, which the artists, who had come thither in the suite of the Medicis, had made an echo of Italy; but to Darnley they were an insult, and every time he went away from the door, his determination was strengthened.
At the appointed hour, the conspirators, who had received the countersign during the day, knocked at the castle gate, and were received by Darnley himself, who was awaiting them at the postern wrapped in a great cloak. The hundred and fifty soldiers glided at once into an inner courtyard, where they took refuge under the gun-sheds to protect themselves from the cold as well as to avoid being seen against the snow which covered the ground. A brilliantly lighted window looked upon this courtyard; it was in the Queen's cabinet, and the soldiers were to burst in the door and rush to the assistance of the chief conspirators at a signal to be given from that window.
Having given these instructions, Darnley led Morton, Ruthven, Lennox, Lindsay, Andrew Carew, and the bastard of Douglas, to the room adjoining the cabinet, separated from it only by a tapestry curtain, which hung before the door. There they could hear everything that was said, and land in the middle of the guests with a single leap,
Darnley left them there with the strictest instructions to maintain perfect silence, and to enter the cabinet when they heard him cry: " Douglas!" He then went around by way of the private corridor, so that the Queen's-suspicions might not be aroused by his unforeseen visit , when she saw him come in by the door he generally used.
Mary waa at supper with her six guests, having Rizzio